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THE ORIGIN OF “SOH CAH TOA” IDENTIFIED!

The myslery
SOH CAH TOA, the acronym for
trigonomelric ralios, has finally
been solved. Recently. investi-
galors raced ils true rools Lo a
tribe called the Hypotens.
This ancient clan had an am-
plitude of customs that mod-
ern civilization would consider
odd. Only lately has it been
discovered how Lhese praclices
gave birth Lo SOH CAH TOA.

The Hypolens lived in
dwellings that looked like
lean-los and that rested
against Lrees, as illustraled
These homes were not shaped
like hexagons or penlagons
but simple three-sided poly-
gons called “Lrigons.” Oflen
Hypolens would describe one
of these homes as “trigon on
my lree!™ Hence the land of
the Hypotens became known as
Trigonometry.

Another curious fact aboul the
Hypotens was that they did not
speak but instead used only “sine”™
language. They had very sensitive
vars, and even Lhe most subtle noise
would cause them excruciating
pain. Not only did they aveid mak-
ing a sound. but they kept their
hands over their ears. Since their
hands were always occupied in this
way, they had lo =it and gesture
wilh their feet when they wanted o
talk. Naturally. communication
was a difficult process.

Because Lalking was so arduous,
the Hypotens published a daily pe-
riodical of events. which became
known as the Hvpotem News. The
Hypolen News was not a very reli-
able journal becnuse the Hypolens
could not always agree on whal was
to be printed. The leaders of the Lwo

of the derivation of

major political parlies would meet
duily Lo discuss Lhe editorials and
interpolations of the day’s events.

E

would remain seated next Lo each

olher in adjacent seals. When thin

occurred Lhe cooperation signnl was
given, Lhe “cosine,” a0 named
because the leaders were mil.
ting “adincent over the Hv-
paten News:

Cosine

- A djacent
[ HHypotenuse

Now, this sequence contin-
ued for many years until a vis-
itor from Argenlina observed
such a meeting and offered a
suggestion. He pointed oul

An Hypoten's home

The conservalives, called “Degrees™
because most of them had Ph.Ds,
and Lhe radicals, known ax “Rodi-
ans” ishort for "Hadical Hypotens™,
would =il in a big circle so that all
could see the converaalion. Invari-
ubly, i this so-called “circular func-
tion.” one of Lwo things would hap-

If the factions cvidld Aol agree on
how Lo present an article, Uhey
would gel very angry and separaie
Lo sil al opposite sides of Lhe room. If
thiz situation persisiced a sine was
Kiven Lhat there was an "oppose xil™
over the Hypoten News:

Sine = - Pposite
I lypotenuse
Somelimes  everyvone  would

ugree on lhe news. Il the Degroees
could be converted Lo the Kadians'

angle on a slory or viee versn, they

that il they could not agree.
the rational thing o do was
simply 1o publish iwo bulle-
Lins, one for each of the diver-
genl views. [n other words, Lhe “Lan
gent” said that they ecould remain
“opposile over adjacent™ and still
publish the Hypolen News:

Tangent = COPposite
Adjacent

upon hearing this rudical sug-
pestion, Lhe Hypolens fell inte a vi-
olent argument. A change ol such a
hollowed iradition was bound 1o
waggle a fow loes! The Hypotens
argued long into the nighl until
their foet were exhausted. Not only
did they never agree on the “lan
gent’s” sugipestion, but days of soak-
ing their oes in the ub were re-
yuired buefore the scule puin sub-
sided and many of them could
COnvVerse ngain,

From that day forward the fa-
muwus argument has become known
as the greal “SOH CAH TOA"



